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'PSAL CXLVIL i | 
Pre 72 the Lord : For it is Good to 


13 Foe ant, and. Heuer ic Conch. 


RT F among, the! freeral Duties to 
which we are oblig'd, there 
were any that needed neither 
Explication nor —— 
one would readily conclude the Duty 
Praiſe and Thankigiving to be of that Num- 


agreeable in it ſelf, that it wants not to be 
Enforced ; and ſo intirely depending upon 


beſt Expreſſions of it are ſuch as flow eafily 
and without Art, from a Mind ſenſibly 


touch'd with the Kindaels of our Benefa- 


Cor, and a Mind fo touch'd, needs nothing 


elle to recommend its Practice. It muſt 
92 1 be- 


1 Praiſes unto our. God; For it is 


ber; ſinee Gratitude ſeems to be a thing ſo 


— — ˙—̊.:ęm y — - . 2 


Nature, that it ſhould not be aught. The 


be own'd however, that we find Men as 


4) 


in all the other Actions of our Lives. Praiſe 
Je the Lord, ſays the Holy ſalmiſt, For it 
is Good to ſing Praiſes unto dur Gad. It is a 
Duty beneficial to the Performers of it,  'tis 
for their Intereſt and Advantage. Praiſe 
Te the Lord for it is good to ſing raiſes unto 
our God, for it is Pleaſant ; It brings-preſent 
Joy and Satisfaction with it. Praiſe Te the 
Lord, for it is good to ſing Prasfes unto our 
God, for it is Pleaſant, and Praiſe ic Come- 
ly ; It is highly Decent and Amiable and 
Becoming our Nature. There is nothing 
which Men ſet their Hearts upon, or en- 
deavour after, but for the ſake of the Profit, 


1 the Pleaſure, or. the Decency of the thing; 
either of theſe Motives are ſingly prevalent 


with 
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ſelves of ſuch an Overflowing Nature, as 


For tho' tis true in the general courſe of 


ur 
witch Us in other Caſes, and they 


all joint x 


conecur to ſtir up our Hearts to the Praiſe of 


e nA nuns nd r n e 
be pleas d to conſider᷑ in the firſt Place, 
How nearly your Intereſt ĩs concern d in the 
Performance of this Duty; it being the only 
way to engage the Continuance of the di- 
vine Favours, and to render Us capable of 
receiving them. For tho! as the wiſe Man 
ſpeaks, No Man can be 'profitable'to his Maker, 
yet there are Duties requir'd-at our Hands, 


* 
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upon the Performance, or non Performance 


of which, our Maker ſuſpends the Benefits 
He is diſpos'd to confer on Us. When we 
expect Bleſſings from Him, He expects 
from Us Prayer and Supplication; And 
when in Anſwer to theſe He has beſtow'd 
His Bleſſings, He expects the return of 
Praiſe and Thankſgivings. In this Inter- 
courſe between God and Man conſiſts the 
Nature of Religion, which muſt fall to the 
Ground, and come to nothing, if we fail on 
our Parts. Tis a fond and miſtaken No- 
tion therefore of the Divine Goodneſs, 


which the Thoughtleſs and Profane con- | 


ceive of it when they repreſent it to Them 


nothing on our Parts can oppoſe or confine : © 


" 
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a . 
His Providence God is kind even to the Un- 
| Thankful, in making bis Sun to riſe on the Evil 

and ihe Good, and ſending Rain on the Juſt, 
and on the Unjuſt ; yet as to the more parti- 
- cular Inſtances of it, we find Him frequent- 


People, and repreſenting Himſelf as under 
2 Diſability to be gracious to em. His 
dun Language to Us by His Prophet is; 
Call uon Me in the Time of Trouble, ſo will 
Ila Thee, and Thou ſhalt praiſe Me. And 
if it pleaſe God to hear our Petitions when 
we call upon Him, ſure Men ought to be 
pleas d to ſhew their grateful Reſentments, 
the poor, but only Recompence a Crea- 
ture can make to His Creator. Not after 
aqll that God needs any of our Praiſes; for 
the higheſt of them muſt fall infinitely ſhort 
pf His Glory. But the Obligation to this 
Duty ariſes from that neceſſary relation 
| which lies between thoſe who confer, and 
receive Benefits, and which is ſo fix d and 
immutable, that you may as well endea- 
vour to change the Proportions of Num- 
bers to one another, as to go about to al- 
ter it. As long as there is any ſuch thing 
in Nature as Beneficence, ſo long muſt 
there of neceſſity be ſuch a Duty as Grati- 
tude; And if Gratitude be a W 
Giit 55 Irom 


ly complaining of the Diſingenuity of His | | 


ſtom the + neceſſary Reaſon and Nature of 
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then, it may be ask'd, makes the Diffe- 


ſome tender Spirits, Who will ha 
— 818 | . 
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Things, we may be ſure that God indi- 
ſpenſably requires it of Us; Becauſe He 


can no more act againſt the neceſſary Rea- 


ſon of Things, than He can deny Himſelf, 


It is no Contradiction for a Man of a Ge- 


nerous and Chriſtian Temper to do good 
to Thoſe who are maſt obſtinately Inſen- 
fible, and to oblige Men the more, the 


more ungrateful He finds them. What 


% 
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rence between the Human Nature, and Di- 


vine; and why ſhould God, who is all 
Goodneſs, be thought more Solicitous for 


our Gratitude than Man — The Anſwer 


ta this is obvious Firſt, becauſe God is 


the Supreme Governor and Judge of the 1 


World; And it lies therefore on Him to 


ſiee that His Creatures act up to the eternal 


Laws of Reaſon. If therefore Ingratitude 


beia thing highly unreaſonable, it muſt f 


neceſſity fall under the Cenſure, and Pu- 
niſhment; of God, unleſs, we will ſuppoſe 
Him intirely indifferent to the Actions of 
Men, that is, unleſs we will ſuppoſe Him 
not to be the Governor and Judge of the 
World Or if this Conſideration of God, 
as judge of the World, be too harſh, for 


thin 


ve no- 


vine Nature, Conſider Him in the ſecond 
Place, 
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N 
thing 'but Fonduek and Eafineſs in the Di- 


as the common Father of Mankind; 
And as ſuch it will lie upon Him to ſee | 
that all His Children act up to the Perfe- 


| Aion of their Nature; For this is the high- 


eſt Evidence of Paternal Affection: If there. 
fore Ingratitude is a baſe and odious Thing, 
and can proceed from nothing but a de- 
teſtable — it will follow that God 
confider'd not as the Judge, but Father of 
Mankind cannot indulge but muſt correct 


this Vice. In a word., the eternal Laws of 


Reaſon oblige Us to Gratitude; that is, to 
an 3 — of — recei vd, 
and therefore ſince Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 

ing is the only Acknowledgment we can 
make to God, we are oblig d to it by tlie 
eternal Law of Reaſon, and the Gvodneſs 
of the Divine Nature cannot: diſpenſe with 
ik. The Divine Nature is indeed an im- 
-menſe Ocean of Goodneſs,” always Over- 


flowing if we: give it a free Courſe 3:but 


Ingratitude, ' and ' Inſenfibility check its 
Courſe, and are[nſuperable Mounds againſt 
the hi gheſt Flow of it Wherefore if we 
broth recommend Qur-ſelves to the divine 
Fu vour, and defice the Continuance of it, 


we meſt be always ready to return the 
ail Praiſes 
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Lord, For it i Good to ſing Praiſes unto 
N "Ye N | 2 
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Notte of our» Eure g Mercies, and 
with them joyn a ſineere Heart, and affecti- 
onate Sence of our Obligations to our great 


Bene factor. And this will be 4 means to 
draw down ſtill more, and greater Bleſſings 
on our Heads. Every grateful Comme- 
moration of paſt Bleſſings will lay the beſt 
Foundation for future; And God wo is 
infinite in Mercies, will ſtill go on to in- 
creaſe them, till He bring us at laſt to the 
End of our Defires, and crown | Us with 
everlaſting Glory. And thus we ſee that 


Praiſe and Thankſgiving is Beneficial to 


the Performers of it; *tis for their Intereſt; 
and Advantage; Wherefore Praiſe Ye the 


our God. 
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But there are many Things evidently 


for the true and laſting Intereſt of Men, 
which they neglect on account of ſome 
Trouble which attends the Performance. 
The whole Syſtem of Religion, even tlie 
ſevereſt and moſt mortifying Parts of it, 
tends to the Improvement and Advantage 


of Mankind; But the preſent Uneaſineſs 


which attends it is apt to diſcourage Men, 
and they are afraid to encounter with it. 


But now the Duty of Praife and Thank- 
giving is Pleaſant, - as well as Profitable; 


I | B | * Ther e's 
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Theres nothing ip it Gtievous o Terrify- 
ing to out Natures 3! Ie engages our Aſſecti- 
ons, as well as our Reaſon, and recom 
mends it ſelf to Us in the moſt Agreeable, 
and Sweeteſt manner Delight and Joy 
ſeem to be ſo eſſential to Praiſe, that we 
can ſcarcę ſeparate them in Imagination. 
To imagin a Man praifing God with a Sor- 
rowful and Dejected Look, is like a Man 
deprecating His Judgments with a Coun- 
tenance Pleafant and Joyful ; Tis to put 
Things together ' which are Ineonfiſtent and 
deſtroy each other. The Prophet "Iſaiah 
therefore oppoſes Praiſe to Heavineſs' where 
He Proclaims the acceptable Fear of the Lord, 
which ſhould give '-untd Zion Beauty for 
Aſhes, the Oil of Joy for Mourning, and the 
Garment of Praiſe for the Spirit of Heavineſs. 
And: the Holy Pſalmiſt peaks of Joy and 
Praife, as 'one and the ſame thing. Rejoice 
in the Lord Oye Righteous,” for Praiſe iscomely 
for the Upright, And for this Reaſon, we 
find it to have been the conſtant Practiee 
of all Ages and Nations to joyn Muſick and 
Poetry, the two moſt delightful things, with 
the Praiſe of the Deity. Tis to this indeed 
we are indebted for the Riſe and Original 
of theſe two innocent and engaging Arts. 
The firſt Performances in either kind were 
Ros a. in 
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in Hymns to the Div 


s ine Beings, and he 
than the Workings of 1 6 in them do ef 


preſs their Exultation "I nd this not only 7 


among the more Polite and Refin d, but 
we find too the moſt Illiterate and Barba- 
rous, unqualified as they were, yet rudely 
| Attempting in this "AY ; nor could they 

forbear bringing their Unpoliſh'd Numbers, 
and ſome Savage ſort of Harmony, the beſt 
however they could afford, while they ſet 
forth the Praiſes of their Gods. But the 


Fewiſh Nation which had greater Reaſon 
for celebrating the Praifes of the True God, 


as conſtantly feeling the Effects of His Di- 
vine Protection, were more particularly 
acquainted with the Pleaſure of this Duty; 
And if the Harmony of their Muſick was 
equal to the Elegance of their Poetry, no- 
thing ſure could be more Delightful than 


their Solemn Feaſt- Days. And indeed their 


Ecſtatic Way of writing on this Subject, if 
you run it over from the firſt Song of Moſes, 
to the laſt Triumphant Hymn in the Reve- 
lations, plainly diſcovers a. Spirit over- 
whelm'd with Delight, and exulting with 
Joy and Gladneſs. Obſerve the Spirit with 
which the 81 Pſalm begins. Sing aloud 
unto God our Str ength, make 4 T „ll Noiſe 
unte the God of. Jacob. Take a Pſalm, bring. 
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* the Pleaſant Harp, with 


>, Yes "£4 TIP 
Bither the Timbre 


the Pſalterie.' © Blow up the Trumpet in tbe 


New Moon, in the Time appointed on our Solemn 
Feaſt-Day * For this was 4 Statute for Iſtael, 


98 Pſa n. Ma 4 joyfull Noiſe unto the Lord 


Al the whole Earth, make a loud Noiſe, rejoice 


and Sing Praiſe. Sing unto the Lird with the 


Harp; with the Harp, and the Voice of a Pſalm 
With Trumpets,” and ſound of Cornet, make'a 


7 ful Noiſe before the Lord the King. Or 


that again in 103 Pſalm Praiſe the Lord O 
my Soul, and all that is within Me, Praiſe His 
Holy Name, Praiſe the Lord O my Soul and for- 
get not all His Benefits. One cannot read theſe 
xpreſſions without Feeling ſome pleafing 
Emotions in our Souls, and participating in 
ſome meaſure of that Joy with which they 
were Penn'd. For what indeed can be more 
delightful than to contemplate” the Excel- 
lence of infinite Perfection, than to celebrate 
the Praiſes of it, which is the conſtant Em- 
ployment of the Holy Angels of God, and 
will make part of our on Happineſs to all 
Eternity. It muſt be aDelightfull Employ- 
ment for mè to Contemplate the bare Ex- 


* 


vine Nature, abſtracting 


5 


0 \\ | „ed k : | 
from ahy Relation it may bear to my own 
Intereſts; To contemplate the infmite Po- 

Sales Eh 


2 2 as 
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rects every thing to its proper End; and the 
infinite Goodneſs which diſplays it ſelf thro? 


be a delightfull Employment, tho' I were 
not at all concern'd my ſelf any farther than 
Inas a bare SpeQator of the Whole. But then 
| | when I confider further how nearly my oun 
Intereſts are concern'd in the whole, how 
this infinite Power, and Wiſdom, and Goo0d- 


ſerving me, in Giving me every thing I en · 
joy, in Promiſing more than I can deſire, this 


ment ſtill more and more Delightfull. Is it 
Pleaſant to receive ſome much deſir'd or un- 
expected Favour? It muſt be pleaſant then 
to return our Acknowledgments ;. Becauſe 
this brings it afreſh to our Remembrance, 
and the Memory of a Kindneſs is a ſecond 
Enjoyment of it. Is it pleafant to return 
our Acknowledgments to our Fellow Crea- 
tures ? It muſt be much more ſo to return 
them to our great Creator, who giveth Us 
all. Things richly to enjoy, and being abſolute- 
ly free from thoſe little Infirmities which 
our the Gifts of Men, giveth liberalhy, and 
upbraideth not. Tis eaſy to obſerve with 
MA | what 


wy" 


"=. Mp. Cs. 4 | n b 3 wo * 
er which created, and upholds the Heavens, = 
and Earth; the infinite Wiſdom which' di- 


all the Works of the Creation, this I fay muſt 


1 


neſs has been exercis'd in Creating, in Pre- 


animates my Praiſes, and makes the Ewploy- 
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G e 
hat Delight, and 4 ſort of Pride Men 
Sant of any Favour they have receiv'd from 
their Feinbe, or from thoſe they have a Ve- 
neration for 3 they take all Opportunities 
to expreſs their Sence of it, and are ſo fur 
from diminiſhing its Value, that they mag 
nify it beyond al Sence and Proportion, 
Thie [Reaſon of this is, becauſe they find 
themſelves honour'd; and reſpected for it; 
And tis a Pleaſure to Confeſs thoſe Obliga- 
tions which 'tis an Honour to Receive. And 


zs it not much more Honourable to receive 


Bleſſings at the Hand of God, to be re- 


ſpe 
the Favours of the Almig hty ? Nothing but 


od by Heaven, and to be viſited with 


Stupidity of Mind, or the directe Infide- 
lity can hinder a wonderful Satisfaction 
arifing in our Souls upon Conſideration of 
the many and great Bleſſings we every Day 
enjoy by the Indulgence of Heaven. Were 
we really ſatisfied that we receive every 
thing we enjoy from the immediate Hand 
of God; that we are as unable to ſupſiſt of 
ur ſelves, as the moſt helpleſs; Children; 
that He continually protects and defends Us 
from innumerable Dangers, which we Our 
| ſelves ſee not, and therefore if for no othet 

RNeaſon cannot prevent: Were we aſſur d 


| Shar God as much guards our Souls from the 
|. gu Aſſaults 


e 
Aſſaults of powerful and malicious Spirit, 1 
as we our ſelves guard our own Bodies when 
we repel the Aſſaults of our Enemies; And 
that for all theſe and innumerable other 
Mercies, this great Benefactor requires but 
our grateful Acknowledgments; that ſo 
great a Being is Himſelf pleas d with them, 
and ſo much the more pleas d, by how mucti 
the more we are Our ſelves pleas'd with 
them; Were we really ſatisfied of the Truth 
of all this, and were the Aſſurance of our 
Faith any ways equal to that of Sence, we 
| ſhould undoubtedly upon ſuch Confiderati- 
ons break forth into an Ecftaſy of Joy, and 
nothing could ſtop the Effuſions of it. 

Eſpecially if we conſider in the laſt Place, 

that the Pleaſure reſulting from theſe Con- 
ſiderations ĩs a Pleaſure every way decent 
and amiable, and becoming our Nature, 

The Pleaſures which are generally purſued; 

; are for the moſt part mean, and unworthy, 
our Paſſions eagerly Embrace them, but our 
Reaſon exclaims againſt them; And 'tis not 
without great Conflicts with our ſelves, that 
we Gratifie Nature at the Expence of its 
Honour; But the Pleaſure ariſing from 
grateful Recognitions of the Divine Boun- 
ty, is ſubject to none of theſe Conflicts; 
Our Reaſon applauds it, our Judgment con- 


firms 
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their Prince, or from thoſe they have a Ve- 
neration for; they take all Opportunities 
to expreſs their Sence of it, and are ſo far 
from diminiſhing its Value, that they mag- 
nify it beyond all Sence and Proportion. 
The Reaſon of this is, 


what Delight, and 4 ſort of Pride Men 
of any Favbur they have receiv'd from 


becauſe they find 
themſelves honour'd; and reſpected for it; 
And 'tis a Pleaſure to Confeſs thoſe Obliga- 
tions which 'tis an Honour to Receive. And 


Zs it not much more Honourable to receive 


Bleſfings at the Hand of God, to be re- 
ſpected by Heaven, and to be viſited with 
the Favours of the Almighty? Nothing but 
Stupidity of Mind, or the dire&eſt Inſide- 
lity can hinder a wonderful Satisfaction 
arifing in our Souls upon Conſideration of 
the many and great Bleſſings we every Day 
enjoy by the Indulgence of Heaven. Were 
we really ſatished that we receive every 
thing we enjoy from the immediate Hand 
of God; that we are as unable to ſubſiſt of 


-our' ſelves, as the moſt helpleſs Children; 


that He continually protects and defends Us 
from innumerable Dangers, which we Our 
ſelves ſee not, and therefore if for no other 


| Reaſon cannot prevent: Were we aſſur'd 
that God as much guards our Souls from the 
ec 


Aſſaults 
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Aſſaults of powerful and malicious 
as we our ſelves guard our own Bodies 
we repel the Aſſaults of our Enemies; And 
that for all theſe and innumerable other 
Mercies, this great Benefactor requires but 
our grateful Acknowledgments; that ſo 
great à Being is Himſelf pleas d with them, 


and ſo much the more pleas d, by how muck 
I the more we are Our ſelves pleas'd with 


them; Were we really ſatisfied of the Truth 
of all this, and were the Aſſurance of our 
Faith any ways equal to that of Sence, we 
ſhould undoubtedly upon ſuch Conſiderati- 
ons break forth into an Eeſtaſy of Joy, and 
nothing could ſtop the Effuſions of it. 
| Eſpecially if we conſider in the laſt Place, 
that the Pleaſure reſulting from theſe Con- 
fiderations is a Pleaſure every way decent 
and amiable, and becoming our Nature. 
The Pleaſures which are generally purſued; 
are for the moſt part mean, and unworthy, 
our Paſhons eagerly Embrace them, but our 
Reaſon exclaims againſt them; And 'tis not 
without great Conflicts with our ſelves, that 
we Gratifie Nature at the Expence of its 
Honour ; But the Pleaſure arifing from 
grateful Recognitions of the Divine Boun- 
ty, is ſubject to none of theſe Conflicts; 
Our Reaſon applauds it, our Judgment con- 
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1 in it. Gratitude is to the Mind, 
what feeing is to the Eye, and Hearing to 
the Ear; We. call Him miſerable wha. is 
LL defeRive in theſe "or in any. other of his 
| Sences; But He certainly is the moſt miſe- 
rable Ahe has loft the Nobleſt Sence of Gra- 
tude. We Pity the Blind, and the Deaf, 
and the Maim'd, but we Hate the Ungrate- 
ful; And that 0 Univerſally, that among 
all the idle Paradoxes that have been main- 
tained by Men of Wit for the other Vices 
of Mankind, this of Ingratitude, I think ne- 
ver found its Patton. Now That which is 
univerſally detefted has ſome Foundation in 
Nature for it, tis loathſom in it Self, and 
nothing can reconcile Ils to it. And this is | 
the conſtant Sence of Mankind concerning 
Ingratitude, i in relation to One another; But 
then tis certainly more odious and deteſta- 
ble-when we: are guilty of it towards Al- 
mighty God, as the Benefits we receive at 
His Hands are infinitely greater, and con- 
ferr'd upon Us in an infinitely more grate- 
full manner, than any we receive at the 
Hands of Men. For obſerve, I beſeech You, 
the whole Compats of them. God gave Us 
at firſt our Being; He preſerves Us in it; 


He gives Us the Cenv eniences of this oo ; 
S 
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and the Whole Mind intirely aca 
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can ftill remain fix 


Us to it; We refuſe the Invitation; He ſtill 
preſſes, and importunes Us to accept it; He 


endeavours to win Us by the gentleſt Me- 


thods, and whenever He Afflicts Us, tis a- 
gainſt His Inclinations, and with a Defign, 
if we will not be perſuaded, to force Us to 
our Happineſs. And what moves Him to 
all this? Nothing but the Goodneſs and Be- 
nignity of His Nature; And what do's He 
expect for all this, What muſt we return un- 
to the Lord for all his Benefits He has done 
unto Us? Nothing but a Gratefull Heart, 
and ſuch Actions as are neceſſary to ſhew our 
Gratitude to be Sincere. The Man who can 


ſtand out againſt all theſe Obligations, who 


7 


d and unmov'd, and is 
not warm'd, and animated by them, has not 
the Life of a Man, but the Coldneſs, and 
Inſenſibility of a Statue. A Field that con- 


| ftantly employs the Labour of the Husband- 


man, that is ſtill manur'd, that has Seed 
ſown in its proper Seafon, and is water'd 
with His own Hand, and after all produces 
nothing to reward His Labour, is not a 


Sight half ſo diſagreeable nd unnatutal, as 


a Man under all the foremention'd Obligati- 
ons, and inſenſible under all. 


C Thus 


C 
He has prepared a better for Us; He invites 


= C30 Fs 
Thus I have endeavour'din as few Words 
as poſſible to recommend to You the Duty 
of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, and have con- 
fin'd my ſelf to thoſe Motives which the in- 
ſpir'd Writer of this Pſalm preſents Us with. 
And whoever feels himſelf touch'd with a 
lively Senſe of the Duty in Oeneral, will 
eaſily, and of Himſelf apply it to thoſe par- 
ticular Gccaſions, with which from time to 
time the good Providence of God abundant- 
ly ſupplies Him. The great Subject tis 
true of our Praiſe and Adoration are the 
Spiritual Bleſſings vouchſaf'd to Us; the 
Redemption of our Souls, the Sanctification 
of our Nature, the means of Grace, and in- 
numerable Inſtances of Gods preventing and 
aſſiſting Goodneſs, with which He meets 
Us in all our Ways; Bleſſings of ineſtima- 
ble Value, which paſs the Limits of this 
World, and endure for ever; But in as 
much as we are appointed to live for ſome |, 
time in this World, and the Infirmity of 
our Nature is ſuch, that the Courſe of Se- 
cular Affairs, have a great influence on our 
Religious too, it becomes our Duty to 
praiſe God for thoſe Temporal Bleſſings, whe- 
ther private or publick, which He vouch- 
ſafes to Us. The Pſalm before is it ſelf an 
Inſtance of this Nature, it being, as I ob- 
. 5 ſerv'd 
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ſerv'd in the beginning, compos'd at a Junc- 
ture, when the Circumſtances of the Jews 
bore a near Reſemblance with our Own. 
They had ſuffer'd a long time under the 
Hands of their Enemies, and been depriv'd 


of the two moſt valuable Bleſſings, their 


eſtabliſh'd Government, and their eftabliſh'd 


Religion; It pleas'd God at length to re- 


ſtore both to them, under a grateful Senſe 
of which Mercy the inſpir'd Writer Penns 
this Pſalm. Theſe were the Circumſtan- 


ces of the Jews at That time, and theſe in | 


a great Meaſure have been our Own ; there 
appears only this ſhameful Difference, that 
what the Jewiſß Nation ſuffer'd, was from 
the Hands of their Enemies; what the Bri- 
tiſß Nation has endur'd, from the Hands of 
her own Children. I ſhall not trouble this 
Audience with a black Repreſentation of 
that Time, or open thoſe Wounds atreſh. 
It better becomes the Deſign of this Day to 
admire and rejoyce in that Healing Provi- 
dence which has bound them up, and to ſay 
after the Pſalmift, Ihe Lord has built up our 
Jeruſalem, He has gathered together the Outcaſts 
of Iſrael, He has healed the broken in Heart, 
and bound up their Wounds, wherefore ſing unto 
the Lord with Thankſgiving, ſing Praiſes upon 
the Harp unto our God; Praiſe the Lord O Je- 

C 2 ruſalem : 
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mſalem: Praiſe thy God O Sion ; For He hath 
bleſſed thy Children within Thee. In theſe and 


the former Generation, but while the Breaſts 


jeſt the Delightfulnef ofthe Subject ſhould 


"wy 


ſtrengthened the Barrs of thy Gates, He hath 


ſuch like Gratulations confiſts the Duty of 
this Day; Theſe are Acceptable to God, and 


a Tribute juſtly due to that indulgent Pro- 


vidence which appear'd, as at this time, in 
ſo eminent and complicated a manner ſolli- 
citous for the Happineſs of our Country : 
Nor can any of You think otherwiſe, un- 
leſs You have already forgotten the Tri- 


|  umphs of the paſt Day, or can look with 


Indifference at ſo Providential a Coinci- 
dence, that the ſame Year, and only not the 


fame Day, ſhould reſtore the Scepter to our 
then Sovereign, and give Birth to the Pre- 


ſent. Who can forbear to admire the Good- 


| neſs of God in taking ſuch Care to perpetuate 


His Bleſſings, who has not conftin'd them ta 


of our Fathers overflow'd with Joys, was 
in the ſame Moments providing greater for 
their Children. With how juſt a Confidence 
this is Spoken, muſt appear from a parti- 
cular Survey of thoſe Royal Vertues, Per- 
ſonal or Political, which lie open to eaſy 
Obſervation ; But this leads to a large Field, 

into which I forbear to enter in this Place, | 


tempt 


which informs Me that Praiſe is Pleaſant, 
but 'tis Comely too. 


"Twill be more for our Good, which was 


the other Motive of the Text for Praiſe, ta 
reflect how much it concerns Us, to preſerve 
- that Conſtitution of Church and State intire 
in all its Parts, which the good Providence 
of God has reſtord to Us. In this im- 
perfect State of Things, there neither zs, nor 
can be, that Form of Government which ſhall 
not be liable to Exceptions; But as among 
Men, He 1s the beſt who'is guilty of the few- 
eſt Vices; ſo in Governments, whether Civil 
or Ecleſiaſtical, thoſe are the beſt which are 

ſubject to feweſt Inconveniences. 
ſubmitting to thele, as patiently as they can, 
or endeavouring, if it be Practicable, to a- 
' mend em, there ariſe in every Age, and Na- 
tion, certain Conceited Schematiſts, fond of 

their own Notions, who are for overturning 
Foundations, for new modelling the Plan of 


Government, and introducing Schemes,which 


when brought to Practice, ſhall be attended 
with Inconveniences of a much higher Nature 
than thoſe they complain of. Tis certainly 
the Duty, and Buſineſs of every Lover of the 


Conſtitution, 


— ce AAS. 
tempt Me beyond the-Bounds of Decency. 
I muſt therefore recall my ſelf, and remem- 
ber the Text I have been diſcourſing on, 


Inſtead of 
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& Conſtitution, and eſpecially of thoſe who are 
more immediately concern'd in the Guardi- 
anſhip of it, to oppoſe all ſuch Projectors : 
I they find any Diſeaſe in the Body Poli- 
tic, to imitate rather thoſe able Phyſicians, 
who by the Rules of Art, ſweeten the Jui- 

; ces, and correct the Humours, and Reſtore 
the Conſtitution to its Natural Strength and 
Vigour, than thoſe poor Practitioners who 
have but this One Infallible Cure for all 
Diſtempers, the Murther of their Patients. 
And ifany Nation under the Sun have reaſon 
do preſerve its Government, and to be jealous of 
Innovations, Certainly we of this Nation have 
the greateſt; Who enjoy a Government, As 
to the State happily ſeated between the two 
Extremes, of Arbitary Power, and Popular 
Licentiouſneſs ; where both the Liberties of 
the Subject, and the Prerogatives of the 
Crown, are equally guarded; the one from 
the Ambition of the Prince, and the other 
from the Madneſs of the People; And where 
neither part can make any great Encroach- 
ments, without endangering its own Safety; 
As to the Church, a Government ſeated be- 
tween the Follies of Superſtition, and the 
Wildneſs of Euthuſiaſm, where neither the 
People are forc'd to ſubmit blindly to the 
Dictates of the Prieſt, nor the Prieſt to ſub- 
inks | mit 


their own Chooſing ; If all theſe are Bleſſings, 


+; : 
mit his juſt Authority to the Will of the 
People; The Prieſt requiring no, more of 
Them, than an impartial Enquiry, into the 
Truth of what He delivers, And the People 
requiring no more of Him, than to be per- 
mitted to Believe That which upon impar- 
tial Enquiry appears to be Truth... Such 
is the Conſtitution of that Government, both 
in Church and State, of which we are Mem- 
bers. And if it be evidently for the Happi- 
neſs of All; Of the Prince, to rule Men, 
and not Slaves; Of the Prieſt, to lead the 
Diſcerning, and not the Blind; Of the Peo- 
ple, to follow the gentle Guidance of Both; 
to ſubmit ro no Laws, but thole of their 
own making, and to no Religion but that of 


and ſuch, as in a great meaſure are peculiar 
to this Nation, Then have we all Reaſon 
to endeayour the Preſervation of them, and 
| to praiſe God for his Mercitul Providence, 
as on this Day, when together with the Roy- 
al Family, He reſtor'd this our Happy Go- 
vernment to Us: Nor wilt the Memory of 
this Day ever be worn out among Us, nor 
the People of this Land ever ceaſe to return 
Yearly their grateful Acknowledgments to 
Almighty God, till it ſhall pleaſe Him as a 
juſt Judgment on our repeated Sins, and Pro- 
vocations, 


\ 
* * 


% SO.) . PER 
| Fotations, to deprive Us of { it, and inflead 
1 of this mild and equal Conſtitution, which 
* "9 know not how to Value, to deliver us 

F” Ia x * 14 ive Tyranny, or to be torn in 

| by the mapy Hands "of Anarchy and 
tia fioni! From both which Judgments, 
£9 it 'pleaſe Almighty God to Net 

this Church and Nation, for the Sake of bo 
. ius Chriſt IO whom, Se. 5 
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r at the Conſecration of the 
A Reverend Father in God, 8 4 
Biſhop of Glouceſter. At the Arch-Biſho 
$ r His Grace's Palace at Lamb * 
On Sat Jan. 16th 1714-15. By William Burſ- 
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